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YOU SET THE RHYTHM FOR A MORE
INCLUSIVE FUTURE

You’re bringing Arab music and 
dance to new audiences.

KARIM NAGI SEES THE 
WORLD PREMIERE OF HIS 
MUSICAL DETOUR GUIDE

Music has the power to move us beyond words, 
connect us across cultures, and provide healing 

and understanding between people.
Thanks to you, Karim Nagi’s musical, Detour 

Guide, is currently enjoying its world premiere at Silk 
Road Rising.

It is more important than ever that 
we hear the songs of the Arab and 
Arab American world.

We must listen to the rhythms and melodies 

coming from historically misrepresented and 
underrepresented peoples.

Your commitment to discovery and continuous 
learning amplifies Karim’s voice as he shares an 
Egyptian American perspective on deeply personal 
subjects including the Arab Spring.

Your support pushes forward a tradition of bold 
and valuable programming with Detour Guide, which 
begins Crescent and Star, our two-year commitment to 
presenting Muslim narratives on our stage.

But you are not just leading us on this path. You are 
setting a rhythm so we can all march toward a more 
inclusive and understanding world.

LIVE THEATRE
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With your support, seven EPIC (Empathic 
Playwriting Intensive Course) students 

became professionally produced playwrights. 
More than 160 CPS (Chicago Public 

Schools) students participated in EPIC 
during the fall semester. Your support allow 
students to spend ten weeks working with 
a professional teaching artist, learning and 
practicing empathy while honing their 
storytelling skills into a short play.

Thanks to your generosity, seven of these 
students had the experience of a lifetime. 
They witnessed their work come to life on 
a professional stage with an enthusiastic 
audience cheering them on. 

Marcel, a 6th grade playwright from Oscar 
DePriest Elementary school said, “I was so 
nervous, but the performance was exactly 
what I pictured in my head. It was so cool!” 

Through the EPIC Showcase you spread the word 
about the incredible impact this program has with the 
participating schools and students. One audience member 
exclaimed, “I have known about EPIC for a while, but I 
didn’t truly understand the creativity and accomplishment 
of these students until I saw their plays live and onstage.”

On behalf of all of our EPIC schools and students, we 
thank you for your continued contributions and look 
forward to seeing you at our next EPIC Showcase on 
June 8th and 9th.

You’re providing students with opportunities 
to practice resolving conflict with empathy.

YOU HELP

STUDENT 
PLAYWRIGHTS 
SHINE 
AT EPIC SHOWCASE

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT,
OUR FIRST EVER EPIC SHOWCASE
WAS A BRILLIANT SUCCESS

ARTS EDUCATION

Plan Ahead for This Summer’s

EPIC Showcase

Join us on June 8th and 9th for our next EPIC Showcase!
Our teaching artists are working with learners at CPS schools and 
in senior living communities to bring a wider range of voices to the 
stage than ever before. Call the box office at 312.857.1234 ext 201
or email at boxoffice@silkroadrising.org. Tickets are on sale today!
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Most Americans favor religious freedom. Most 
believe that everyone has a right to worship as 

they see fit. But, often, these sentiments come with a 
caveat: NIMBY. Not in My Backyard.

You know how dangerous that attitude can be and 
you are providing tools to confront it.

YOU PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK
FOR CONVERSATIONS ON

RELIGIOUS
FREEDOMS
OBSTACLE COURSE IS A TOOL 
FOR ADVANCING JUSTICE

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Obstacle Course is a new video play that explores 
reactions to a proposed Islamic community center on 
the site of a beloved landmark in Naperville, Illinois. 

With this video play, you’re giving communities 
a new vocabulary to discuss religious rights and 
individual freedoms. You’re creating tools to frame 
discussions about how marginalized groups find 
and create a sense of belonging in our current 
political climate.

 “This piece is a really powerful tool 
for all communities involved in these 
issues, and it shows how all allyship 
has to be valued at the same level,” 
said one patron at a screening.

Thanks to your support for work like Obstacle 
Course, we are bringing conversations about 
NIMBYism into communities throughout Chicago 
and the midwest. You are standing up and saying, 

“Yes, this conversation needs to take place right here, 
in my backyard.”

You’re giving Muslims and 
non-Muslims a chance 
to engage in open, 
productive dialogue.
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A Silk Road Rising performance held at a park last summer 
thanks to a community partnership with Ragdale Foundation.

YOU FOSTER
COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS

COMMUNITY IMPACT

PROMOTING ARTS ACCESS FOR ALL

You often ask us if we’re “preaching to the choir.” 
The truth is, when we create and share our work 

solely at our theatre, then, yes, it is available only to 
those who know about us and choose to attend our 
performances.

Inspiration for addressing this challenge comes 
from Sir Francis Bacon who wrote in 1625:

“If the mountain will not come to Muhammad, 
then Muhammad must go to the mountain.” 

The “mountain” in our case is the large and 
varied community that makes up Chicago. There 
are parts of the city that are thriving and then there 
are entire neighborhoods that are hurting. 

Chicagoans need to hear and experience each 
other’s stories in order to reach across divides caused 
by barriers like race, culture, and class.

This is why we are always working 
with you to develop more community-
based partnerships. 

If you would like to see Silk Road Rising in 
your community, reach out to us. We partner with 
building owners (as in our residency at 150 North 
Michigan) and with entire neighborhoods (as in our 
work with the West Ridge community).

Wherever people gather, there is a need for 
understanding. You play a role in fostering mutual 
trust through the power of stories. Silk Road Rising 
is ready. Tell us which mountain to go to next.

Everyday, countless people look to the internet 
for digital artwork, ranging from podcasts 

to videos. 
Your gift today will help us acquire modern 

technology including cameras, microphones, and 
computers for creating and distributing Silk Road 
stories online.

Stories that highlight our shared humanity 
need to move beyond the walls of our theatre. 
With your help, we will bring these stories into 
prevailing digital spaces.

Our hosts at 150 North Michigan have 
donated the space for our Creativity Zone; 
all we need now is the appropriate technology.

WE HAVE A NEW SPACE FOR ART MAKING
THANKS FOR MAKING OUR CREATIVITY ZONE A REALITY

To make a gift, visit www.SilkRoadRising.org/Donate or call Malik Gillani at 312-857-1234 ext 202.


